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COMMONWEALTH’S ADVANCED PLANNING SPECIALISTS

JUSTIN DUFT, JD, CFP,® CLU,® 
ChFC,® CLTC
Director, Advanced Planning
Justin joined Commonwealth in 
June 2007. As director of advanced 
planning, he is responsible for ensuring 
that the Advanced Planning team 
meets advisor expectations and delivers 

on strategic initiatives to differentiate our advisors from 
investment-only providers. Justin has a bachelor’s degree 
in business administration from Northeastern University 
and an MS in financial services (MSFS) from The 
American College. He earned his JD from New England 
Law Boston. He holds Massachusetts life, accident, and 
health insurance licenses; the CERTIFIED FINANCIAL 
PLANNER™ professional certification and the 
Chartered Life Underwriter® (CLU®), Chartered 
Financial Consultant® (ChFC®), and Certified in 
Long-Term Care (CLTC) designations; and FINRA 
Series 6, 7, 24, and 63 securities registrations. Prior to 
Commonwealth, Justin worked for Renaissance 
Insurance Group as a marketing representative and also 
held positions with John Hancock, Cornerstone 
Marketing, and Ernst & Young.

PATRICK NOONAN, CFP,® CAP® 
Team Lead, Advanced Planning 
Patrick joined Commonwealth in 
June 2014 as an advanced planning 
consultant. Today, as team lead, he acts 
as a resource for advisors on issues 
involving stock option strategies, as 
well as education, retirement income, 

social security, estate, and business planning. He also 
serves as a resource for the rest of the Advanced Planning 
team. Patrick earned his BS in finance from Fairfield 
University. He holds the CERTIFIED FINANCIAL 
PLANNER™ professional certification and the 
Chartered Advisor in Philanthropy® (CAP®) designation; 
FINRA Series 7 and 66 securities registrations; and a life 

The Advanced Planning team is our expert resource for wealth management and financial planning 
strategies that address your complex financial situations. Team members can research technical issues 
and coordinate the expertise of other Commonwealth specialists to help us provide you with nuanced 
customized solutions, from risk management and investment taxation to charitable giving, estate planning, 
executive benefits, concentrated stock, and more. Additional information about the team is provided below.
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and health insurance license. Prior to Commonwealth, he 
worked for Advest Inc., Merrill Lynch, and Janney 
Montgomery Scott.

MIKE BAUM, CFP® 
Advanced Planning Consultant 
Mike has been with Commonwealth 
since August 2008 and joined the 
Advanced Planning team in 2017. 
As an advanced planning consultant, 
he acts as a resource for our advisors on 
issues involving financial planning 

software and charitable, tax, education, and social 
security planning. Mike has a BS in business 
administration from the University of Connecticut 
School of Business. He holds the CERTIFIED 
FINANCIAL PLANNER™ professional certification 
and FINRA Series 7 and 66 securities registrations. Prior 
to joining the Advanced Planning team, Mike held 
several leadership roles on Commonwealth’s Data 
Integrity team, most recently  
as supervisor of the group.

MAUREEN BAXTER, MBA, CLU®, 
CHFC®
Advanced Planning Consultant
Maureen joined Commonwealth in 
December 2013 as an advanced 
planning consultant. In this role, she 
serves as a resource for advisors in all 
areas of financial planning, including 

executive benefits, as well as high-level insurance 
planning, social security, estate, and business planning. 
Maureen earned her MBA from Plymouth State 
University and her Chartered Life Underwriter® (CLU®) 
and Chartered Financial Consultant® (ChFC®) 
designations from The American College. Prior to 
Commonwealth, she was an assistant vice president of 
advanced sales and sales development at Lincoln 
Financial. She also held positions at Western and 
Southern Financial Group, Lincoln Financial Group, and 
Jefferson Pilot Insurance Company.
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COMMONWEALTH’S ADVANCED PL ANNING SPECIALISTS continued

WHITNEY DRESCHLER, JD, LLM  
Advanced Planning Consultant 
Whitney joined Commonwealth in 
August 2015 as an advanced planning 
consultant. In this role, she provides 
support to assist advisors with financial 
planning for their clients, including 
estate planning, high-net-worth 

strategies, and charitable planning. Whitney earned a 
BBA in legal studies, with a minor in art history, from 
the University of Miami. After college, she earned a JD, 
as well as an LLM (Master of Laws) in international 
taxation and financial services with a certification in 
wealth management. She currently is pursuing the 
CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ professional 
certification. Prior to Commonwealth, Whitney 
practiced law in Southern California as an estate 
planning attorney for five years.

DAVID HAUGHTON, JD 
Advanced Planning Consultant 
David joined Commonwealth in 
March 2018 as an advanced planning 
consultant. In this role, he provides 
financial planning support for advisors, 
including estate, trust, charitable, 
education, business, and social security 

planning strategies. David graduated with a BA from the 
University of Massachusetts Amherst and earned his JD 
at the Massachusetts School of Law. He is admitted to 
the Massachusetts and New Hampshire bars, as well as 
the U.S District Court, District of Massachusetts, and 
the U.S District Court, District of New Hampshire. 
Prior to Commonwealth, David was in private practice 
for eight years in Massachusetts and Southern New 
Hampshire. He has experience representing individuals 
and companies in bankruptcy, as well as engaging with 
many other general practice areas. 

ANNA HAYS, JD, LLM  
Advanced Planning Consultant 
Anna joined Commonwealth in 
November 2016 as an advanced 
planning consultant. In this role, she 
provides financial planning support  
for advisors, including estate, trust, 
charitable, education, business, and 

social security planning strategies. Anna earned her 
undergraduate degree and JD from Duquesne University 
and an LLM (Master of Laws) in international human 
rights from the National University of Ireland in Galway. 
Prior to Commonwealth, she worked for Wilmington 
Trust, the Pennsylvania Department of Aging and 
Department of Human Services, the U.S. District Court 
for the Western District of Pennsylvania, and Chemical 
Bank in New York City. 

HEATHER ZACK, JD, LLM, CAP® 
Advanced Planning Consultant
Heather joined Commonwealth in 
June 2011. In her role as advanced 
planning consultant, she acts as a 
resource for advisors on issues 
involving estate, charitable, tax, and 
education planning. Heather has a 

bachelor’s degree from Endicott College, a JD from 
University of San Diego School of Law, and an LLM 
(Master of Laws) in taxation with a focus on estate 
planning from Boston University. She holds the 
Chartered Advisor in Philanthropy® (CAP®) 
designation, as well as FINRA Series 7, 9, 10, and 
63 securities registrations. She also is currently pursuing 
an MS in financial planning from Bentley University. 
Prior to joining Commonwealth, she held positions at 
Bank of America Investment Services/Merrill Lynch and 
Investors Capital.


